BuddyFress

Elog Authors = Wisit =

the nerve blog

ABOUT MBS AUTHORS THE HERVE

Magic Rooted in Neuroscience
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IMagic and neurcsciencs are not two commeonly associated topics. Yet we don't
realize how pertinent these sleights of hand are to certain neural processes. Have
vou ever baen walking down the street and been approachad by a street
magician? ¥ou say “bring it on mister” and think: Prm smarter than this dude  If T
pay close enough attention to what he's doing there’s no way he can trick me.
But daspite your best efforts, vour wallet ends up in his hand and your chutzpah
on the ground.

Based on a video from
Scientific American, it
appears that magicians
are pseudo-
neuroscientists. In the
video neurcscientists
Stephen Macknik and
Susana Martinez-Conde
analyze the work of strest
illusicnist Apollo
Eobbins. Macknik and
IMartinez-Conde explain that magicians rely upon something called factive
misdirection’ for their tricks. By using verbal cuss and focusing his eves on his
left hand Apollo has directed wour attention there. He then proceeds to snipe
vour wallet out of vour back poclket with some quick moverments of his right
hand.

He probably threw in a couple jokes about the ol’ ball-and-chain or your hidecus
sweatar, right? Turns out it’s difficult to pay attention to all of your
surrcundings while vou're laughing.

According to another slightly far-fetched theory, magicians take advantage of
‘mirror neurons’ as well, Mirror neurons help us fael sympathy or, in this cass,
cause us to act similarly to the person we are interacting with. So when Apollo
looles at his left hand your mirror neurons fire, cause you to follow his gaze, and
‘poof’ goas vour wallet.

Wwatch the video from Scientific American here.
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