Isia Leviant’s famous optical illusion 1s no longer an

Diabetic Macular Edema

Patticipants needed for a rezearch
study, See if yvou may qualify today

www, DMEstudy, corm

<>

Ads by Google

Magic Eve lllusions

‘Enigma’

at Information about Health, Home And Garden aAnd More

Dlay® for You

Matural Ingredients, Frezh Scents, Find
the One for Your Skin Type!

www, 2layForvou, com

Treating Allergy Symptoms

A tiny pill provides indoor and outdaoar
syrnptorn relief, By Rx only,

www. treat-allergy-syrmptorms. com

Ads by Google

Jezus llusion

A0 Optical llusions Cptical At Eve Cptical

AV

Ads by Google

Bowel Movements
Bowel Movements
Information. Bowel, Gl

Disease info and maore.
Badut.com

Normal Bowel
Movements

(et health questions
answered now on the

improved Ask.cam. Try itl
), 3k, o m

POM Wonderful
Fomegranates, Juice,
Tea & More The

Antioxidant Superpowerl
v, PO bdifandeful . com

IRENet.org
The world's mast widely

used tools for IRB,
IACUC 1BC and more. .

van irtbnet.arg

Optical lusion Posters
Find more
sourcesfoptions for

Cptical lllusion Posters
v e berawaler. com

Categories

arts And Humanities (66)
Beauty And Style (25)
Business And Finance (74)
iZars And Transportation (24)
Computers And Internet (49)
Consumer Electronics (32)
Dining Cut (2)

Education &4nd Reference (28)
Entertainmnent and Music (25)
Environment (16)

Farnily And Relationships (20)
Food &nd Drink (16)

Games And Recreation (13)
Health {47

Home &nd Garden (23)

Mews and Events (24)

Pets (14)

Politics And Sovernment (13)
Pregnancy &nd Parenting (7))
Science And Mathernatics
(26)

Social Science (10)

Society A4nd Culture (19)
Sports (27)

Travel (19)

Blogs Worth a Wisit

Google Search Engine

Mews for nerds, stuff that
rmatters

QDP - Open Directory Project

¢ 1S astronomers discover inter-planetary collision
Wrhite House: Bush mulling speech to nation =

Isia Leviant's famous optical illusion is no longer an 'Enigma’

Allergy Symptoms
Is It Allergies or ls It a Cold? Information About Masal
Allergies.

v, nasal-allergies. com

Psychology Deqgree
Online And On Campus Training =tart Your Learning
Today!

Fhoenix.edu

2008 Anti-Aging Awards”

Over 200 wrinkle creams were tested Find out which

cream took the award
AmericanfntiAgingfssociation.com

AV

Ads by Google

Meuroscientists in Arizona, U.S., say that it is because of constant tiny moverments of the eyves
that concentric circles in Isia Leviant’s painting "Enigrna’ appears to be flowing before
anlookers.Susana Martinez-Conde, who led the study at the Barrow Meurological Institute in
Phoenix, carne to this conclusion after testing the effect of the involuntary jerks of the eves,
scientifically known as microsaccades,

Though the purpose of such jerks is not fully understood, the rate of such movements is
known to wary naturally.,

Cwuring the course of study, three subjects viewed Enigrma, and cameras were simultaneously
used to record their eye movements 500 times every second.,

The participants had to press a button when the speed of the optical *trickle® of the illusion
appeared to slow down or stop, and release it when the trickle seemed faster,

Accounting for the reaction time required to press the button, the researchers found that the
illusion became more pronounced when microsaccades were happening at a faster rate.

The illusion vanished when the rate slowed to a stop, the team said.

Martinez-Conde says that her team’s findings run counter to previous suggestions that eye
rovements were not responsible for the effect,

In a previous study, the participants were given contact lenses with tiny stallks attached that
held a wersion of the illusion, ensuring, the tearm thooght, that it was always stationary
relative to the eve,

The volunteers still experienced the illusion, suggesting that the brain actually caused the
phenomenon.,

Howewver, that study did not take into account the effect of microsaccades because the contact
lenses do not keep pace with the eyve during such rapid, jerky movements,

“We can now rule out the idea that the illusion originates solely in the brain,” Mew Scientist
magazine guoted Martinez-Conde as saying.

She further said that the research might help understand other simmilar illusions, such as
Bridget Riley’s Fall, or the Quchi illusion.

“It would be unexpected if Enigma is the only illusion affected by eye movements,” she said.

The researcher, however, admitted that her team was still unclear as to what brain processes
link the eve movernents and the perception of an illusion, sormething for which they were
planning to conduct new experiments,

The study has been published in the journal PNAS,
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