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‘Enigma’
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Meurozcientists in &nzona, U. 5., sav that it is because of constant tiny movements of the eves

that concentric circles in Isia Leviant®s painting “Enigma® appears to be flowing befaore

anlookers.,

Suzana Martiner-Conde, who led the study at the Barrow Meuraological Institute in Phoenix,

came to thiz conclusion after testing the effect of the involuntary jerks of the eves,

scientifically known as microsaccades,

Though the purpoze of such jerks iz not fully understood, the rate of such movements is known

to vary naturally,

Durng the study, three subjects viewwed Enigma, and cameras were simultaneously uzed to

record their eve movements B00 times every second.

The participants had to presz a button when the speed of the optical “trckle™ of the illusion

appeared to slow down or stop, and release it when the tAckle seemed fazter,

fdccounting for the reaction time required to press the button, the researchers found that the

illusion became more pronounced when microsaccades were happening at a fazter rate.
The illusion vanizhed when the rate slowed to a stop, the team said.

Martinez-Conde zavs that her team’: findings run counter to previous suggestions that eve

movements were not responzible for the effect,

In a previous study, the participants were given contact lenses with tiny stalks attached that
held a wersion of the illuzion, ensuring, the team thought, that it was alwavs stationary relative

to the eve,

The wolunteers still experenced the illuzion, zuggesting that the brain actually caused the

phenomenaon,

Howewer, that study did not take into account the effect of microzaccades because the

contact lenzes do not keep pace with the eve during such rapid, jerky movements.

“WMe can now rule oot the idea that the illusion orginates solely in the brain,” Mew Scientizt

magazine quoted Martinez-Conde as saving.

She further said that the research might help understand other similar illusions, such as BAdget

Rilew®s Fall, or the Cuchi illuzion,
“It would be unexpected if Enigma iz the anly illusion affected by eve movements,” zhe =zaid.

The researcher, howewer, admitted that her team was still unclear az to what brain proceszes
link the eve movements and the perception of an illusion, something for which they were

planning to conduct new experiments,

The study has been published in the journal PMAS,

LA Eve lllusions
1000z of Products - Salel Compare Prices &
» Save

v, Shopping.com

lsia Lewviant's famous optical illusion is
no longer an ‘Enigma’

A phrase can sound like a song when

heard owver and over again
»

The longer vou take to shop, the more
voll end up spending
»

Psychological Issues
Private & Affordable Rehab Cernters. Addiction
& Mental Help. Call Moy

v, BehabdAndTreatment.com

Eve Disease and Wet AMD
An FDA-approved therapy for patients with

weet AMD. Learn more.
wanan), Lucentis. com

Scientists make practical optical fiber
with silicon core

Ads by Google

]

Silver-screen audio trick can smooth jerky wideos on cellphones
L ]

Kids of centenarians live longer too

L

Kids of centenarians live longer too (Re-lssue)

Deprived of a sense of smell, roundworms have longer lifespans
»

Howy our brains see what we can’t
]

Mon-smokers lead longer, better quality lives than heawy smokers
= Filed Under Other Mews

Leawve a Reply

ez Plus

Dther Mews

Eve Mind Tricks

How many lines
are drawn below?

a) 14
c) 18

Click Here

to take a

b) 16
d) 19

Free IQ Test

ww.iFreelQTest.com
Ads by Goooooogle

Recently Written

Heart trouble : More than two
glaszes of wine a day can cause

heart trouble for women

Britneyw Spearzs @ World's sexiest

man Hugh Jackman singz ‘Happw
Birthdaw® for

Lindzav Lohan : Lindsav Lohan®s
Facebook account disabled *for

being fake®

Jessica Alba ¢ Jessica Alba flaunts
post-baby bod in Campari

iCalendar

Here's why women play hard to

get

“COetd the iceman™ may have

carded his own first aid kit

Elderly tend : Elderly tend to feel
younger than their biological

ages

Gene linked to age-related

hearing lozs identified

|HI[WEHTI5EH|

MOMNETIZE
YOUR WEBSITE

Categories
Bollwwood
Celebrities
Ewents
Lifestyle

Al ovies
Ahusic
MewisPlus

Dther News

Sports

Telewvision ncate

About the Site

et wour daily dose of
Entertainment, Showbiz,
Celebrities,

Telewision

=

. hovies, Fazhion here!

N

Subscrbe in a reader

Hot Links

WOULD SHE GUESS
YOU CARRY A
DESIGNER REPLICA

HANDBAG ?

NOT IF YOU HAD
BOUGHT IT HERE...

SHOP NOW »

Your Ad Here




