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Attention and awareness in stage magic: turning
tricks into research

Just az wizion soientizts study
wizual art and illusionz to elucidate
the workings of the visual svstem,
zo too can cognitive scientists
study cognitive illusions to
elucidate the underpinnings of
cognition, Magic shows are a
manifestation of accomplizhed
magic performers’ deep intuition
for and understanding of human
attention and awareness, By

studying magicians and their technigues, neurozcientists can learn
powerful methods to manipulate attention and awareness in the
laboratory, Such methods could be exploited to directly study the
behavioural and neural baziz of conzciouzness itzelf, for instance through
the uze of brain imaging and other neural recording techniques,

Magic iz one of the oldest and most widespread forms of performance
art, It iz also a discipline with a long legacy of informal expenmentation,
Thiz informal research bw magicians aims to determine what conditions
allowe for the maximum manipulation of human attention and perception.
Much as early filmmakers expernmented with editing technigues to
determine which techmgue would communicate their intent most
effectively, magicianz have explored the technigues that most effectively
divert attention or exploit the shortcoming: of human vision and
awareness, Az zuch, magic iz a Ach and largely untapped zource of insight
into perception and awareness, Insofar as the understanding of behaviour
and perception goes, there are specific cases inwhich the magician's
intuitive knowledze iz supenor to that of the neuroscientist. In this
Perzspective, we underline potential areas in which neuroscientizts stand
to reap great benefitz from collaboration with the magic community,
frticle by Stephen L. Macknik, Mac King, James Randi, &pollo Robbinz,
Teller, John Thompson & Suzana Martinez-Conde here,
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| am a film director feditar with a musical ear and
two left feet. Which | frequently open to change
mouths, | specialize in music vwideos,
documentaries and concerts, | alzo design
imebzites, take photosz, write muzic and think in
other people's lyvricz all the time, | am part
pazuffin and a third Chainzawm,

| lowe mix tapes, zuzhi, sunzhine and hammocks
Preferably at the zame time, | think in cartoons.
polyrhvthms and dyzlexic subtitles

I'm uzually in London or Mew York, somewhers,

| lowe Pariz too

| zpend a ot of time flving while I'm azleep.

| write an occazional blog called Café del
Mightmare,
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