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more than a hundred years, the curveball iz more
powerful than the brain.
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*The Immaculate Regresricm 4t the fifth antmal international Best VWisual Illusion
Hi;g;f:;‘“ Fores Welecme Elack Jack of the Year Contest, first place went to a nind-boggling
“Profile America: Baseball Fatality entry called "The Break of the Curvebhall.” The entry

challenges the human wisual system and brain to predict

Fatting & Fi in & FProbl i rind '
fue) B Hrz)ds Fasd s the movement of a spinning disk.

*Hera IEAF [lorld Bankings
illie [Milrom To Play For Horthernm Leaque

T-Bone The popular illusion contest is led by two wisual
*2ndy Etchebarren To Hanage York neuroscientists at Barrow Neurological Institute at St.
Bevalition - . . .
“Fittsburgh Firates Hold Open Tryout Camp Joseph's Hospital and Medical Center in Phoenix,
*Hews name, lock for Triple-2 Faseball Lrizona. Dr. SJusana Martinez-Conde and Dr. 3tephen
MEEL el LTiE e e Bl Macknik launched the contest five years ago as part of
. . . ..
RECEHT COMMEHTS the1r.|:|ngm..ng res-IEarc:h into thn.a human brain®s
*Tommg T: Well, duh. More strikecuats, more relationship to wisual perception.
immacualate. . .
;:““Tﬂxiﬁmmﬁ like a fartastic day at "A43 scientists and medical researchers, we learn from these wisual illusions ewery
Ho oo 5 5 3 r
vjim sowmsh: T mas present at that game ?Ear.. The knnmledgelthat we will ewventually get from studying the *Curwveball
ar. .. illuzion may be applied throughout our research and far beyvond bazseball,”™ zavs
*Thelimpire: &nd Cerrane _still  can't hit Martinez-Conde, who heads the at Barromw.

itl. ..
*Thelimpire=: &greed -- this seems like a

From the demonstration narratiwve:
problem. . .
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a curwveball createz a physical effect and a perceptual
puzzle. The physical effect [(the curve) arises because the ball’ s

Ceneral (89) rotation leads to a deflection in the ball‘s path. The perceptual puzzle

Naws (7921 arizes because the deflection iz actually gradual but iz often perceiwved

Opinicon (2} as an abrupt change in direction (the break). 0Our illusions suggest that

Peminiscing (1) the perceiwved “break® may be caused by the transition from the central
AUTHORS vizual syvstem to the peripheral wisual svstem. Like a curweball, the

Allenl spinning disks in the illusions appear to abruptly change direction when

Earbaralz arl observer switches from foweal to peripheral wiewinhg.
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