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Listen to our interview with Susana Madinez-Conde
and Stephen Macknik,

They are scientists at the Barrow Meurological Institute
in Phoenix, and they have teamed up with magicians
and illusionists to learn about the hurman mind.

Marinez-Conde and Macknik describe what they have discovered in their new:
biook Sielights of Ming: What the Newrascience of Magic Rleveals about our Evensidal
Dlacaptions.

Wy are our braing so susceptible to illusions?
+ Howy do magicians use humor to perform tricks?

. What do artists like Leonardo Da Vinci hawve in
commaon with magicians?

Join the comversation with Macknik and Marinez-
Conde. They're taking your questions through January
12, 2011.

Additional Resources:

Best Hlusion of the Year Contest:Click here for asvard winning illusions from around
the weorld.

Change Blindness: Britich illusionists Derren Brown tests people's attention in this
video. Click below to watch the video and tell us, would you notice the sswap™?
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Black Art: Watch French magicians Michelle and Ernest Ostrowsky perform this
classic act called Omar Pasha. Then ask Macknik and Matinez-Conde how it works.

Omar Pasha
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Your Comments

Galina December 29, 2010 at 2:57 PM
Hi,

Just saw the video. | am referring to the wideao of Derren Brown —
peaple switch. Prethy interesting experiment.

First of all, Iwould hawe noticed that itwas a different persaon.

Second. How doyou know if the people didn't notice that itwas a
different person, did you ask them later? Mayhe they did notice, but anly
1 guy actually said something. Maybe the other people just didn't want
to say amything.

When you are approached by a persaon, wou pick up an their wibe, their
tone ofvoice, height. 1 would have totally noticed the switch.

What do you think contributes to people not realizing that they hawve

been duped? Maybe they were in their own litthe warld and weren't
paving attention.

Thank you

=tephen Macknik December 23, 2010 at 2:29 P

' g i Thanks for your comments Galina.

First, if vou've ever heen tricked by a magician who used
tmisdirection, you probably wwould be tricked by the person
sweap trick (first created by Daniel J. Simons at the
LIniversity of llinois) about half the time.

In Simons's experiments, he did indeed follow up and
ask questions from the respondents. They would
sometimes say things like, "Ohyeah, you changed to a
different person in the middle there". How could that
staterment ever be said?

The fact is that thiz effect works not hecause these
peaple don't pay attention well, but rather because they
pay attention wery closely = to the task at hand™, which
I5 giving directions. When you pay attention to something,
wa've shownh in our research that everything else gets
suppressed in the brain.

' = | Joe the Hew Guy Dacember 22, 2040 at 11:00 Phd
E wEaling-

Evenione says they would notice the swap, or they would
hawe seen the card switch, or would have notice the
madgician hide the object, and so on.

There's awarld of difference wwhen you'e been told how
something works and expectversus having it play out
unsuspectinaly in real-time. That's the heauty of =0 much
of magic.

Do a guick test:

Hide behind a door, wait for someone about to walk
through it, and scream like mad when they do. | bet they
jump. Mow do the same thing, with the same person after
vou'e told therm vou're going to do it. Heck, even use 3
hew person BUT TELL THEM FIRST. | expect quite a

different reaction from the informed person

; Stephen Macknik December 30, 2040 at 11:13 Ak
f g i Expectation is an important codgnitive trick
; that magicians use. Butwe've seen great

magicians like Juan Tamariz who
manipulate your attention through
mmisdirection even though you fully expect
what will happen next (e. he's setyou up).
When achieved, its a truly magical feeling.
Don't underestimate the power of your
attentional systems to suppress distractors
gwehich in magic is the actual method) even
wehien you think vou knowe what is
happening.



