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AMBIGUOUS FIGURES
This bunch of violets contains the faces of Napoleon, his wife, and their
child. Can you find them among the flowers? During Napoleon's exile, his
supporters used to distribute reproductions of this 1815 engravings. In such
illusions, the brain interprets same picture in two different ways, with each
interpretation mutually exclusive of the other. You can see one of two
possible images, but never both of them at the same time. These so-called
ambiguous figures are especially powerful tools to dissociate the subjective
perception from the physical world. The physical object never changes, yet
our perception alternates between two (or more) possible interpretations.
For this reason, ambiguous illusions are used by many laboratories in the
search for the neural correlates of consciousness.
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3-D ILLUSIONS
The cupola of the St. Ignatius's church in Rome is a great example of
Baroque illusionism. The architect of the church, Horace Grassi, had
originally planned to build a cupola, but died before finishing the church, and
the money was used for something else. Thirty years later, in 1685, the
Jesuit artist Andrea Pozzo (1642-1709) was asked to paint a fake dome on
the ceiling over the altar. Pozzo was already considered a master in the art
of perspective, but even then, the results he accomplished could hardly be
believed. Even today, many visitors of St. Ignatius's are amazed to find out
that the spectacular cupola is not real, but an illusion.

The Neuroscience of Illusion

MORE SLIDESHOWS

Slideshow | June 19, 2008

Hunting for a Mammoth in
the Yukon [Slide Show]

Slideshow | June 19, 2008

Inside the Solar-
Hydrogen House: No
More Power Bills--Ever

Slideshow | June 18, 2008

Colleges Battle It Out in
Mars Rover Competition
[Slide Show]

May 28, 2008

How tricking the eye reveals the inner workings of the brain
By Susana Martinez-Conde and Stephen L. Macknik

 

 

Epson T048120 Ink Cartridge

Prom Dresses

 

ADVERTISEMENT

© 1996-2008 Scientific American Inc. All Rights Reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission is prohibited.

ADVERTISEMENT




