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Susana Martinez-Conde, who led the
study at the Barrow Neurological
Institute in  Phoenix, came to this
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scientifically known as microsaccades.
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The participants had to press a button when the speed of the optical "trickle” of the illusion appeared to
slow down or stop, and release it when the trickle seemed faster.

Accounting for the reaction time required to press the button, the researchers found that the illusion
became more pronounced when microsaccades were happening at a faster rate.

The illusion vanished when the rate slowed to a stop, the team said.

Martinez-Conde says that her team's findings run counter to previous suggestions that eye movements
were not responsible for the effect.

In a previous study, the participants were given contact lenses with tiny stalks attached that held a
version of the illusion, ensuring, the team thought, that it was always stationary relative to the eye.

The volunteers still experienced the illusion, suggesting that the brain actually caused the phenomenon.

However, that study did not take into account the effect of microsaccades because the contact lenses
do not keep pace with the eye during such rapid, jerky movements.

"We can now rule out the idea that the illusion originates solely in the brain," New Scientist magazine
quoted Martinez-Conde as saying.

She further said that the research might help understand other similar illusions, such as Bridget Riley's
Fall, or the Ouchi illusion.

"It would be unexpected if Enigma is the only illusion affected by eye movements," she said.

The researcher, however, admitted that her team was still unclear as to what brain processes link the
eye movements and the perception of an illusion, something for which they were planning to conduct
new experiments.

The study has been published in the journal PNAS. (ANI)

Call India 4.9¢
From Cell & Home Phones No Monthly Fee & No PINs www.StarTec.con/India

Ads by Google
More Stories

Businessman robbed of Rs 11 lakh

Four Bangladeshi\'s arrested near Golden temple
People supported Salwa Judum in Chhattisgarh: BJP
Suraj Beniwal stuns second seed Garry Amor

3 1AS officers shifted in UP

Prasad warns of action against certain BJP leaders
CCEA clears OVL\'s acqustion of Imperial energy

President wishes Tapan Sinha a speedy recovery

)

Printer Friendly Version Send This page to A Friend

2008 [January W Go

Search Archives :

Le Cordon Bleu

World famous College of Culinary
Arts - Free Information (Official)
Chefs.com/Education

Your Baby’s Eves Eve Disease and Wet AMD
Begin a lifetime of healthy vision An FDA-approved therapy for
with a cost-free eye assessment! patients with wet AMD. Learn
www.InfantSEE.org more.

www.Lucentis.com

Eyes There

Looking For Digital Video Security?
Call Today For Security Cameras.
www.EyesThere.com

ads by Google

E-Booking

Quick Links - Webindial23.com

Servicesx» Hobbiesx» Entertainment Classifieds» Career / Education»  Utilities



News Home made Crafts Movies Matrimonial Career Options Currency Converter Hotels in India

ards Cookery Astrology City Guide Education in India World Time Tour Packages
Shopping Gardening Send Flowers Yellow Pages Study Abroad Weather Travel (Global
Amazon.com Pets Handsome Men Classifieds (Gen. UK, USA, Canada Flight Tracker Flight, Cruise, Car
Beautiful Women Jobs = == = Pocket Dictionary Golf Package

Online Entrance Tests
India Referencex»

India Facts . PN
ncia Cac Dance Government History NRI Real Estate Spices Tourism Wild Life
Indian Crafts . - " n

Music Festivals Health Medicine Personalities Religion Sports Video Yoga

Finance Automobiles Events Fashion & States Women
&nbspFabrics

IndianStates»

W Dadra & Nagar ~ Goa Jammu & erala Manipur Pondicherry Tripura
Andhra Pradesh ~ Assam Haveli Gujarat Kashmir Lakshadweep ~ Meghalaya Punjab Uttar
Arunachal Bihar Daman&Diu  Haryana Jharkhand Madhya Pradesh Mizoram Rajasthan Pradesh
Pradesh Chandigarh Delhi HimachalPradesh ~ Karnataka Maharashtra lagaland Sikkim Uttaranchal
Chhattisgarh Orissa Tamil Nadu Mizoram
West Bengal

Copyright 2000-2008 Suni Systems (P) Ltd.
All rights reserved



