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The Secret of the Curve Ball Picked World's Best RIESEZC
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Wednesday, May 13, 2003
FOX NEWS Print | B9 ShareThis
By Devin Powell
Meet the Security Click This
WASHINGTON, D.C. — The three Ripsaw Check
best visual illusions in the world
were chosen at a gathering last SCITECH
weekend of neuroscientists and
. ¢ What are Obama's cybersecurity plans?
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Susan Boyle throws public tantrum

@ Thewinning entry, from a Bucknell
1, Lok grecty st peneng e et Iy rsity professor, may help
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Top 3 Acai Berry Diet
Products
A few acal berry diet products
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T I T rmove faster than on the other. This Wark and which anes falled our
A causes the hall to move along a test. Learn more

gradual curve. From the point of wiew
af a batter standing on home plate,

though, curve balls seem to "hreak”
ar maove suddenly in a new direction.

The secret of the cunre ball, chosen as the world's best illusion, is
shown in this still shot.

1 Tip to a Skinny Stomach
| cut down 36 |bs of body fat in
just 3 months by obeying this 1

tulel Learn more

Click here to see the illusions in
action.

This wear's winning illusion, created
by Arthiur Shapiro of Bucknell Liniversity in Pennsylvania, may explain this phenomena. His
animation shows a spinning ball that, when watched directly, moves in a straight line. When seen
out of the corner af the eve, howewer, the spin of the hall fools the brain into thinking that the hall is
curving.

We Reveal Colon Cleansers’
Check out this "Shacking' online
report before you take the plunge
In trying any colon cleanser...
Learn more

50 as a baseball flies towards home plate, the momentwhen it passes from central to peripheral
wision could exaggerate the movement ofthe ball, causing its gradual curve to be seen as a
sudden jerk.

1 flat stomach rule: {ohey)

| cut out 3 |bs of stamach fat per
weelk by abeying this 1 old rule.
Learn more

ADYERTISEMENTS In second place was an illusion of ghostly colors.
Stare at a waterfall for a few minutes, look away, and
the still warld around you will appear to flow. The

Doctoral ngrams effectis called an "afterimage "

FPursue a Doctaral Degree

acientists in lsrael created a drawing of 2 sky with

clouds that flashes red far a split secand. Awhite

dowve flying across the sky seems to turn red seconds
after the flash, showing that an afterimade color can linger in ourvision and bleed into empty
SpAaCces.

{ Best Lip Plumper of 2009!
Find out which product gives you
the smoothest and sexiest

The third place award wentto a pair of photographs. One appears to be male; the other, fermale. lips... Learn more
Both faces actually belong to the same persaon, digitally altered by Richard Hussell of Harvard
Unmversity. The dark parts of the photograph are a little darker and light parts are a little lighter in
the "female" photograph. The subtle changes suggest that one way our brains may sort out sexis

to notice how strong the contrast is between features.

ADVERTISEMENT
“Wigualillusions show us where physical reality and our perceptions don't match, o we can get
atwhat the brain is actually doing," says contest arganizer Stephen Macknilk of the Barrow

Meurological Institute in Phoenix. MOST ACTIVE

Shapira's trophy, @ sculpture created by ltalian aist Guido Moretti, is itself a visual illusion that Articles
changes shape depending on what angle it is viewed from.

This stony was proviced Dy the Inside Science News Sepvice. MOST READ || MOST EMAILED

Click here for more from the Inside Science News Sernvice. 1 Possible Debris From Missing Air
France Plane Found
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