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PeerJ launched today (congrats!) and one of their very first published papers is about a magic trick!
“Perceptual elements in Penn & Teller’s “Cups and Balls” magic trick” studies how people are fooled by a
sleight-of-hand trick involving cups and balls.
The magician makes balls suddenly appear underneath cups, or has them move through the bottom of a
cup. Here’s a video of Penn and Teller performing the trick in question:

In this study, researchers replaced the standard opaque cups with transparent cups, and research subjects were asked to watch videos of Teller
performing the trick and report whenever a ball was removed from cups or placed under cups. Unsurprisingly, this was easier with transparent
cups than opaque ones, but for two variations of the trick, people still had a difficult time spotting where the ball went. Those were not the
variations that Teller thought would be the most difficult to spot, and the researchers conclude that “Our combined results have implications for
how to optimize the performance of the “Cups and balls” magic trick, and for the types of hand and object motion that maximize magic
misdirection”
Rieiro H., Martinez-Conde S. & Macknik S.L. Perceptual elements in Penn & Teller’s “Cups and Balls” magic trick, PeerJ, DOI: 10.7717/peerj.19
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← The coffee experiment

Leave a Reply
Your email address will not be published. Required fields are marked *

Day 0 →

Name *

Email *

Website

Comment

You may use these HTML tags and attributes: <a href="" title=""> <abbr title=""> <acronym title=""> <b> <blockquote cite=""> <cite> <code> <del
datetime=""> <em> <i> <q cite=""> <strike> <strong>

Post Comment

Ads by Project
Wonderful! Your ad here,
right now: $0

ARCHIVES

Select Month

TAGS

communication crafty culture documentary education ennui
interview leaving the lab meta music old music blog

art badges biochemistry bongos books borodin careers

etsy events friends fun
parody physics piano popsci questions rant research science scio13 scio13wp social networks squishy cow
game

stats

talk technology

museum

travel Tumblr update video violin
Search

Amazing Magic &
Juggling
www.davismagic.com
Amazing Magic &
Juggling Craig Davis Illusionist

OLD SITES

Australia 2009 travel blog
easternblot (science blog 2005 – 2010)

Proudly pow ered by WordPress

numbers

